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Dear Superintendents and Charter School Leaders: 

 

I am writing to you regarding the spring 2014 administration of the Partnership for Assessment 

of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) field test in English language arts/literacy 

(ELA/L) and mathematics in grades 3-11. Your district has had one or more schools randomly 

selected to participate in this year's PARCC field test. By September 4, 2013, you will receive an 

email from Pearson, the testing contractor for the field test, to indicate the schools selected to 

participate from your district and to provide you with additional details about the test 

administration. 

 

PARCC's goal in selecting schools and students to participate was to choose a representative 

sample. For Massachusetts, PARCC has drawn an initial sample that includes roughly two-thirds 

of public schools statewide (about 1,250 out of more than 1,800 schools). The advantage of this 

sample size is to enable more schools and students to experience this new testing program while 

limiting the number of classrooms within each school that will have to participate. 

 

My expectation is that schools selected to participate in the PARCC field test will do so. In 

extraordinary circumstances where you believe a school selected to participate has a serious 

impediment to proceeding with the field test – for example, a school that has an accountability 

level of 4 or 5 – the Department will consider on a case-by-case basis the merits of excluding that 

individual school from participating. In the event that some schools are excluded from the field 

test, Pearson may need to select additional replacement schools in Massachusetts not in the 

original sample. 

 

Why is PARCC Important? 

Massachusetts is part of a 20-state consortium that is working to develop next generation 

assessments that are aligned to the Common Core State Standards
1
 and anchored in the 

knowledge and skills students need to be ready for college and careers. PARCC will help to 

provide a signal to higher education regarding whether students are on track to enroll in credit-

bearing college coursework. PARCC also has the potential to build on the strengths of our 

current assessment system (MCAS) by adding innovative technology-based items and 

performance-based tasks that will allow us to assess a broader range of the skills we value and 

                                                 
1 
The Massachusetts Board of Elementary and Secondary Education adopted the Common Core State Standards 

(with a small number of additional state specific standards) in December 2010.   

 

http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.parcconline.org/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/


employers report are necessary to prepare students for success after high school. 

 

A field test is an important milestone in the development of an assessment system. The 

administration of the PARCC field test this year will help state policymakers across the 

consortium and the testing contractor understand how test items perform and how well those 

items measure student performance based on the Common Core State Standards. The field test is 

an essential step in the development of the operational test, which is scheduled for administration 

in spring 2015. 

 

PARCC in Spring 2014 

In spring 2014, PARCC will administer the field test to approximately 15 percent of the 

Commonwealth's students enrolled in grades 3-11. To minimize the testing burden on 

participating schools, the testing contractor will select only a sample of classrooms to participate. 

Typically, two classrooms per grade/subject in selected grades will participate. For example, we 

may ask a middle school to administer computer-based tests to two grade 6 English language 

arts/literacy classrooms and two grade 8 mathematics classrooms. 

 

Please note that no student selected to participate in the spring 2014 PARCC field test will take 

the entire PARCC test in both English language arts/literacy and mathematics. Most participating 

students will take only one component – either the performance-based assessment or the end-of-

year assessment – in one subject area. This will help schools to manage the testing time required. 

A smaller number of participating students will take both the performance-based and end-of-year 

assessments in one subject. Grade 10 students selected to participate will only take the end-of-

year assessment. 

 

In addition, while our goal is for all students to take the assessments on the computer in the 

future, PARCC will offer a paper-and-pencil version of the test in the near term. Accordingly, 

some schools selected for the field test will participate in computer-based assessments, while 

others will take paper-and-pencil assessments. We will not ask any participating school to take 

both versions of the assessments. To preserve the representativeness of the sample, we cannot 

allow any schools to request a change in the version of the administration for which they are 

selected.  

 

However, if your school does not presently have the capacity to administer computer-based 

testing, you will be able to indicate that in a forthcoming online confirmation form provided by 

the testing contractor. 

 

MCAS Requirement for Students Taking the PARCC Field Test 

For those students in grades 3-8 who are selected to take the PARCC performance-based 

assessment only or both the PARCC performance-based and end-of-year assessments, schools 

may determine whether or not to exempt them from participating in the spring 2014 MCAS 

testing in that respective subject only, without penalty. Students in grades 3-8 who are only 

selected to take the PARCC end-of-year assessment must participate in all MCAS testing, 

including in that respective subject. We will provide additional details on this school option to 

exempt certain students from MCAS testing in the coming months. 

 



All grade 10 students must take the spring 2014 MCAS tests in English language arts and 

mathematics, and grades 9 and 10 students must take the science and technology/ engineering 

tests, for the purpose of meeting the state's high school graduation requirement. For those grade 

10 students who are selected also to take the PARCC field test, they will only take the end-of-

year assessment, which will occur after the conclusion of MCAS testing. 

 

Next Steps for Participating Districts/Schools 

By September 4, 2013, Pearson will email you a list of the schools selected to participate from 

your district, the grade(s)/subject(s), the number of classrooms, the administration mode 

(computer or paper-and-pencil), and the dates of the spring 2014 testing windows. Pearson will 

ask you to complete a simple online confirmation form on its website by Wednesday, September 

18, 2013 in order to verify the participation of each selected school. The confirmation form will 

also allow you to indicate any extraordinary circumstances in which you might appeal to the 

Department on behalf of a school seeking to opt out of the PARCC testing requirement. 

 

As soon as you receive the list of selected schools from Pearson, I encourage you to notify the 

principals of those schools to inform them of their participation in the spring 2014 PARCC field 

test. 

 

The Department will hold virtual information sessions for superintendents, district technology 

directors, and test coordinators to answer your questions about the field test and to review topics 

such as confirming your schools' participation and reviewing technology requirements for those 

schools selected for the computer-based testing. The information sessions will take place: 

  

 September 9, 2013 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 September 9, 2013 from 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 September 10, 2013 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

 September 10, 2013 from 3:30 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 

We will provide details on how to register for these sessions shortly. Beginning in the fall, 

Pearson will conduct regular information sessions for principals to help them prepare for the 

administration of the field test. 

 

I want to thank you in advance for your cooperation and support. The participation of your 

schools and students in the field test is critical to our development of a next-generation 

assessment system to measure the content and skills students will need to succeed as they 

progress through school and move on to college and a career. For more information on PARCC, 

visit http://www.parcconline.org. If you have any questions, please contact the Department at 

parcc@doe.mass.edu. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Mitchell D. Chester, Ed.D. 

Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/mcas/graduation.html
http://www.parcconline.org/
mailto:parcc@doe.mass.edu

