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2013 Fall Conference and Membership Form  (Please Print) 

 
Name:     _____________________________________________   Phone: (      ) __________________ 
Address:  _____________________________________________   Work:  (      ) __________________ 
City/State/Zip:   ________________________________________   Email:  _______________________ 
School System/Affiliation :   _______________________________  Position   _____________________ 
 

If IRA member:   Membership No. ___________ Expiration  _________ 
 
_____  Regular Membership / Conference Fee                                  $25.00 
 
_____  Student / Retiree Membership / Conference Fee                      $15.00 
 
____    Brandeis or Fitchburg Student 
 
_____  Regular Membership/I cannot attend the conference   $15.00 
 
_____  Student / Retiree Membership / I cannot attend the conference              $10.00 
 
Mailing Deadline:  October 24, 2013                  Make check payable to:  Greater Boston Council 

 
Mail to:     Ruth Berg 
      38 Eastern Ave. 
                  Lexington, MA  02421 
     
       

*** On-site Registration and Certificates of Attendance Available *** 

Directions from Route 128/I-95 
 

If you are traveling North or South, take exit 33B (Cambridge St. / MA 3A North 
to Burlington). At the end of the ramp, turn right onto Rt. 3A, Cambridge Street.  
Continue for about 1 mile.  You will see the high school football field on your left.  
At the third traffic light, turn left into Burlington High School. 



     

  
 

A Renewed Emphasis on Writing: 

What We Still Know is Important for Students 

 
 

Most teachers today would agree that writing instruction took a backseat to reading 
instruction during the first decade of the 21st century. The 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum 
Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy Grades Pre-Kindergarten to 12, which 
incorporates the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), has moved writing instruction to the 
forefront, right next to reading instruction. With this renewed emphasis on writing, educators 
are seeking more professional development on how students learn to write and on best 
writing practices. This address will review what research supports as the essential 
components of an effective writing program, what research supports as best practices, and 
why writing matters. In addition, it will discuss strategies for teaching writers with a focus on 
using mentor texts (fiction and nonfiction) and student exemplars. Examples from classrooms 
will be provided.  
 
Annette Sullivan was an elementary classroom teacher for more than ten years during which 
time she facilitated nearly 1000 writing workshops. After completing research on the effects of 
topic choice and prompts on student writing and on student attitudes about writing, Ms. 
Sullivan received her doctorate in Language Arts and Literacy K-12 from UMASS Lowell. She 
has been a member of the Massachusetts Elementary and Secondary Education Writing 
Standards in Action committee since 2008. Ms. Sullivan is currently an assistant professor at 
Fitchburg State University where she teaches literacy and content area courses to early 
childhood, elementary, middle school, secondary, and special education majors. She imbeds 
writing instruction in all of her classes, and models how to use writing as a tool for 
assessment and learning in her mathematics and social studies courses. Ms. Sullivan has 
also taught many workshops on literacy topics such as writing workshop, writing in the 
content areas, and Transitioning to the New Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks in 
ELA/Literacy and Mathematics. 

Keynote Address: 

  Annette Sullivan 



  Capture the Excitement of Literacy 
Sponsored by Greater Boston and Phyllis Allen Smith North Shore 

Reading Councils at Burlington High School 

 

Wednesday, October 30, 2013 
 

3:00-4:00 p.m.  Registration, coffee and light refreshments 
       3:00-4:45 p.m.  Educational exhibits sponsored by ESANE, Inc.  

                         (Educational Sales Association of New England) 

                           4:00-5:00 p.m.  Annette Sullivan 
 5:15-6:15 p.m.  Workshops (Select one from the list below) 

 
 
Google for Educators    
John Chamberlain, Lexington Public Schools 
Google Docs is a versatile tool for educators and students.  See a variety of uses for creative and 
expository writing, close editing the writing of SPED and ELL students, group work, online publishing and 
methods for sharing.  Learn how to set up a template for group work, post it online in your homework 
site, allow students to open it up and save a copy, share that with each other, work simultaneously on 
that document and add comments or edits.  Then, group members can work on that same document as 
they present in school the next day.  You, the teacher, can see who has contributed through the Revision 
History, can assess their individual and group effort, and add comments.  Google Drive includes Google 
Presentation and Google Forms.   Target Audience:  Grades 4-8  (Parent would need to open the Google 
account for students under 13.) 
 

The Exciting World of the iPad for Literacy                                                    
Leandra Elion, Brandeis University and Watertown Public Schools 
This workshop will show how many exciting ways there are to teach literacy skills. 
The workshop will begin with an introduction to the accessibility features of the iPad, particularly the text-
to-speech functions and those features that can make a difference to struggling readers.  Through the 
use of free or very inexpensive apps (under $5), we will explore apps that teach essential literacy skills – 
decoding, comprehension, writing and language development.  All apps will be demonstrated, but it will 
be most beneficial if participants bring their own iPads to this workshop.  Target Audience:  All grades, 
novice/intermediate users of the iPad – (apps will focus on struggling readers and grades 3 and above) 
 

Primary Literacy in the Age of the Common Core                                               
Nancy McLaughlin, Rowland Reading Foundation                                                                                               
How do the Common Core State Standards and scientific research impact teacher knowledge and 
reading instruction?  Driven by the high standards, they delineate the critical skills students must master 
before third grade to read accurately, fluently, and with understanding.  There is a consensus in research 
about what works in the classroom to ensure that all students develop critical foundation skills.  This 
presentation will share the logical connections among the factors:  CCSS, research, and implementation.  
Target Audience:  Grades K-2 
 

Building Bridges to Strategic Reading through the                                            
Seven Comprehension Strategies 
Linda Lindsey, Medway Public Schools and Janice Standring, Taunton Public Schools 
In this workshop, educators will learn how to instill seven reading comprehension strategies into their 
reading instruction.  Through the use of this instruction, students will use a set of steps that good readers 
implement to make sense of text.  This comprehension strategy instruction helps students become 
empowered and engaged active readers.  Target Audience:  Grades 1-6 


